
Isaiah Part 6:  Deliverance and Comfort for the Faithful Isaiah 56, 57 
Week 5, The Servant, God the Son, His Kingdom 

   195 

Last week we explored chapters 54 and 55 of Isaiah and found that God has forever 
intended salvation to be for both the Jews and the Gentiles.  The pattern that we see in the 
Scripture is that God offers salvation to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles.  But, 
nonetheless, the Gentiles have been on God’s original list of the to-be-redeemed from the 
very beginning. 
 
This week we are going to finish this sixth section on Isaiah with a look at chapters 56 
and 57. There are two contrasts that are represented here, one in each of these two 
chapters. 
 
Days 1-2 - The Future Kingdom vs. the Present Kingdom - Isaiah Chapter 56 
 
I would like you to start your double-spaced worksheet for this chapter by just reading it 
in its entirety at one sitting.  See if you can immediately pick out where the shift is from 
the future kingdom to the present kingdom. I will tell you that the future kingdom is 
represented first and then the present kingdom. 
 
Please mark key repeated verses or ideas: all mention of God and pronouns as the same 
marking, i.e., LORD, Lord GOD; salvation; Sabbath; Jerusalem (My holy mountain); 
Gentiles; Israel (Remnant); all references to Covenant: My covenant, memorial, 
everlasting name, cut off. 
 
How can you summarize what God is saying about the “foreigner” in verses 56:3-7? 
 
It appears that in the future to our day, during the Millennial Kingdom, the people will be 
back under the “Sabbath” restrictions found in the Law of Moses.  How can this be?  
Move your thinking along side of dispensations of time to answer this question. 
 
 
 
 
What else will be reinstated in the coming Millennial Kingdom?  Draw on your 
knowledge from past lessons or if you would like, you can reread Ezekiel 40 through 48, 
where the Millennial Temple and the sacrificial system are described. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus quoted Isaiah 56:7 in the New Testament.  Find the cross-reference and write it out 
here. Hint: Look in the margin of your Bible. 
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Please read the following cross-references:  Isaiah 2:2-4, 9:2-3, 42:6, 49:5-6, 52:10, 
66:18-19, and Zechariah 8:22,14:16-21.  Isn’t this incredible!?  These are all Old 
Testament verses that speak to the salvation of the Gentile nations as well as the Jews. 
 
Do the Jews of today realize that the salvation of the Gentiles has always been a part of 
God’s grand plan? 
 
Should they know, especially, if they are well versed in the Scripture? 
 
The Present Kingdom becomes evident in 56:9 and is the answer to the first question 
above. Jerusalem has been destroyed and rebuilt 27 times in history.  God has allowed the 
secular nations of this world to come against Jerusalem because His people have been 
disobedient and followed after strange gods.i  Remember the leaders of the day did not 
take up their responsibility to train their own and teach their own in God’s ways.  The 
Levites were particularly at fault since they had been dispersed throughout the lands of 
the tribes of Israel for the purpose of “shepherding the flocks.” 
 
What words describe the priests and the prophets in 56:10?  Refer to a New Testament 
verse in Philippians 3:2. Who does Paul call “dogs”? 
 
 
 
 
What would be a “dumb” dog? 
 
 
 
 
In shepherding times, each shepherd had a dog for what purpose? 
 
How were the leaders looking out for their own interests and not the welfare of the people 
in Isaiah’s day? 
 
 
 
 
Now, contrast the present kingdom of Isaiah’s day with the future Millennial Kingdom 
presented in this chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please write your theme for Isaiah 56 on the respective double-spaced worksheet and also 
on the Isaiah-Theme-Summary chart. 
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Days 3-5 - The Righteous vs. the Rebellious - Isaiah 57 
 
Please start out this study time with prayer and reflecting on Matthew 7:13-14. 
 
I do believe the theme of the present kingdom of God beginning in Isaiah 56:9 is 
continued on into chapter 57 with the contrast of the righteous/devout man and the 
rebellious man.  Mark the key repeated words found in this chapter. I marked all 
references to “the righteous” with the same marking, i.e., “the righteous man,” and the 
“devout man.”  It may be that this “righteous man” is also the “Remnant” of Israel.  I also 
marked all references to the rebellious the same, i.e., “sons of Sorceress,” “offspring of 
an adultery and a prostitute.”  All references to God should be marked the same. 
 
How can the righteous of this time period find peace according to Isaiah 57:1-2? 
 
 
What does it mean that the rebellious inflamed themselves among the oaks and under 
every luxuriant tree? (Isaiah 57:5) 
 
 
Did the rebellious really slaughter children in the ravines and under the clefts of the 
crags? (Isaiah 57:5) For what purpose would they do this? 
 
 
What does it mean that the rebellious’ portion is among the smooth stones of the ravine? 
(Isaiah 57:6) 
 
 
Why would the rebellious offer a grain offering to a foreign god and particularly, a 
smooth stone?  Think about the time and how important the growing of crops were.  Also 
think about Cain and his grain offering to God. 
 
 
What does the location of a high and lofty mountain in 57:7 have to do with a sacrifice to 
an idol? 
 
 
Will those idols the rebellious worship, deliver them or profit them? 
 
 
What group of people in Isaiah 57:1-2 are persecuted by the group of people described in 
Isaiah 57:3-13?  
 
 
How is God described in Isaiah 57:15? 
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Now, I would like you to go back through and build a picture of the righteous man and 
the rebellious man from Isaiah 57. 
 
The Rebellious Man     The Righteous Man 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the broad and the narrow pathways and how do they relate to the two men 
described above?  Remember, we looked at these two pathways in Matthew 7:13-14 
above. 
 
 
Please find and read the parable of the wheat and the tares?  Why would I ask you to do 
this in reference to this chapter and also right after studying Isaiah 56? I will give you 
two hints: Matthew 13:24-30 and “the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
 
 
In the recent past to our day, sin was hidden because people were ashamed.  Do we see 
sin out in the open today or is it still hidden?  What has changed in just the past few 
decades of our culture and history concerning this? 
 
 
 
In what verse does the comfort for the righteous begin.  Hints: It is in the middle of a 
verse that the comfort for the righteous begins.  Look for key words like, “take refuge.” 
 
 
 
Contrast the two places God dwells found in Isaiah 57:15. 
 
 
 
Why will God not always be angry with sin?  See Isaiah 57:16. 
 
 
 
How are the wicked described in Isaiah 57:20? 
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Who can give peace and why is He alone the true and lasting source of peace? 
 
 
 
 
Please write your theme for Isaiah 57 on the respective double-spaced worksheet and also 
on the Isaiah-Theme-Summary chart. 
 
 
This concludes our time in chapters 49 through 57.  We have a God who has revealed 
Himself to be merciful beyond belief both to a world of rebellious Jews and rebellious 
Gentiles.  For the one who will turn or return to Him, repent or turn away from their sin 
to righteous living, surrender their very lives completely to Him, and be thirsty for Him 
and Him alone, He will give His hope and He will give His peace.  Streams of living 
water will come out of that person’s being for he knows the LORD of Life and the LORD 
of Life knows him.   
 
Thanks for staying with me on this journey.  We have just one more wrap-up lesson on 
these nine chapters to do before we embark on the last leg of our journey into the final 
nine chapters of Isaiah.  All of us have been real troopers to continue the study of this 
massive book.  Don’t you love it though?  There is nothing I’d rather be doing than 
studying God’s Word.  It feeds me and quenches my thirst like nothing else. 
                                                
i J.Vernon McGee, Isaiah Volume 2, LaVerne, California, El Camino Press, 1978, p.141. 
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