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Les s on  6   

The Church of Pergamum – the great religious center, the city of the serpent/ the 
lax church 
 
Day 1  Background History of Pergamum Geographic Position 
 
I will try to scale down the history to just those thoughts that are absolutely necessary to 
understand the culture of the day surrounding the different churches. Please take note 
that Pergamum and Pergamos are both used and they both mean the same thing. 
 
Ephesus is about 65 miles south of the city of Izmir (Smyrna) today, where as 
Pergamum is approximately 70 miles north of Izmir. These three cities: Ephesus, 
Smyrna, and Pergamum were the three “royal cities” of the Roman Empire. (Remember 
from our study of Smyrna that all three of these cities are in the province of Izmir 
today). All of these seven churches were within short distances of each other in the Asia 
Minor of the day or what is Turkey today. Pergamum is about 18 miles from the sea, too 
far for easy trade with other cities and countries. Today, the city of Pergamum is called 
Bergama with one-tenth the population of the city of Pergamum when it was at its height 
of glory. The church at Pergamum was representative of Church history during the 
period when the Emperor Constantine came to power (A.D. 314 to A.D. 590). 
Constantine was a Roman Emperor who converted to Christianity and after declaring 
himself as the head of Christianity he then moved the headquarters of the Church from 
Rome to Byzantium or Constantinople in Turkey. Some writers say Constantine made 
the switch to a different headquarters because he was concerned that the Church was 
becoming too pagan. Others like Dave Hunt who wrote about the Church from the 
beginning to the present day in A Woman Rides the Beast believes Constantine set 
himself up as the head of the church with his professed conversion to Christianity, but 
remained a pagan. “He abolished neither the pagan Altar of Victory in the Senate nor the 
Vestal Virgins; and the sun-god, not Christ, continued to be honored on the imperial 
coins.”1 Constantine also demanded worship from his bishops: they had to prostrate 
themselves before him and pledge their loyalty to him as “the inspired oracle, the apostle 
of Church wisdom.”2 Again, the church of Pergamum represents the church in this 
period of church history (A.D. 314 to 590) and it was this time in history when the 
church married the world. A lot of pagan rituals crept into the church, two worth 
mentioning, are the Christmas tree and the Yule Tide Log. Obviously, this letter to the 
Church of Pergamum was Christ’s message to the local church as well, and they had 
their own definitive problems like tolerance of those who kept to the teachings of 
Balaam and the Nicolaitans.  
 

																																																								
1 Dave Hunt, A Woman Rides the Beast, (Harvest House Publishers, 1994), pp. 157-159 
2 Peter De Rosa, Vicars of Christ: The Dark Side of the Papacy, (Crown Publishers, 
1988), p. 43. 
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The Greek god Zeus, supposedly, was born in Pergamum.  In Pergamum, there was a 
temple celebrating Zeus and also a temple celebrating his daughter, Athena. Athena was 
the goddess of beauty. Zeus was also the father of all the gods. There was a temple of 
Zeus in Smyrna as well as Pergamum, but Zeus was believed to have been born in 
Pergamum and must have been comfortable living there. There are some who believe 
that Zeus was and is the sum total of the devil himself. So, basically, their thoughts are 
that people came to Pergamum to worship the devil. In the early 20th century, the temple 
of Zeus and the altar to Zeus in Pergamum, were in need of repair and the temple was 
disassembled and moved to a museum in Berlin where today, one can actually climb the 
white marble stairs into the temple and view all the beautiful carvings and columns that 
surrounded the building. Jesus Christ says in Revelation 2:13 that He knows where those 
from Pergamum live: satan’s throne. Was this throne in Zeus’ Temple in Pergamum 
actually the throne of satan? Was Zeus satan? Since the housing in Germany for the 
temple to Zeus and its altar was finished in 1930, this “throne” is said to have inspired 
Adolf Hitler to portray himself as a godlike figure and a savior to the German people. 
Adolf Hitler also used the altar of Zeus to stand on like a platform for his famous speech 
that was made into a documentary movie to use as propaganda for the Third Reich. 
During the time of this Church in Pergamum, Antipas, a faithful Believer in Christ, was 
roasted alive inside a bronze bull that was the altar for Zeus in Pergamum. This same 
altar also inspired Hitler to give all those Jewish people as a sacrifice to satan in the 
ovens of Nazi Germany. Religion and the worship of satan must have been very big 
business in Pergamum and it seems that it worked quite well for the Nazis in Germany, 
too.34 
 
Looking at the book of Daniel, there comes in the future to Daniel, an abomination of 
desolation that is placed in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem during the reign of the third 
great kingdom of Daniel 2. We know this kingdom today as Greece. This actually 
happened in the Jerusalem temple during the reign of the Greek Selucid King, Antiochus 
Epiphanes. Antiochus placed a statue of Zeus in the Holy of Holies and desecrated the 
Temple in Jerusalem. If Zeus is really satan, then this all makes a whole lot more sense, 
seeing how satan always counterfeits God. Satan wants to be worshiped as God. Prior to 
the time of Antiochus, God’s dwelling place had been in between the two cherubim 
above the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies, the same place where Antiochus Epiphanes 
placed the statue of Zeus. In between these two times, God’s Shekinah Glory, the form 
of His presence on earth between the two cherubim, left His earthly abode and returned 
to Heaven because His people had rejected Him. This left the Throne vacant and satan 
(Antiochus Epiphanes) took advantage of the situation and set himself up as God, king 
and ruler. 
 
This period of time for the Jewish people (when the four generals under the Greek 
conqueror, Alexander the Great, ruled the world) was called the time of the Macabees. 

																																																								
3 Jonathan Cahn, What happened to the Pergamon Throne of Satan Part 1 of 5, (Youtube, 
March, 2015). 
4 Yeshuah Ben Yosef, Rise of the Beast – Pergamon and the Seat of Satan, (YouTube, 
March 2015).  
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What do you think the Macabees must have thought when they saw the statue of Zeus in 
the holy place? What was their response?  
 
 
Do you think they were aware of Daniel’s prophecy concerning the abomination of 
desolation in the Holy Temple of God in Jerusalem?  
 
 
Was this abomination of desolation placed in Solomon’s Temple or was it placed in the 
rebuilt Temple after the captivity of Judah in Babylon was over? 
 
 
Was this the anti-Christ of whom Jesus spoke in Matthew 24 and Luke 22? 
 
 
What do you think was going on in the minds of those first- century Christians who saw 
their Christian brother, Antipas, roasted alive on the altar of Zeus, in the belly of a 
bronze bull? 
 
 
What do you think was going on in the minds of the Jewish people when they became 
aware of Hitler’s intensions to sacrifice them on the altar of satan? 
 
 
Did you know that Hitler was born in the same year in which Germany became a 
sovereign nation and also the same year anti-Semitism began to rise again in that 
country? Creepy, isn’t it? 
 
 
I often think of Anne Frank. I visited the house where she lived during that period of 
time when she and her family were in hiding. What would I have thought of Hitler if I 
were a young gal in the same situation as Anne? Would I have thought Hitler was the 
anti-Christ? Would I have thought that the devil had taken up residence in Hitler? 
 
I’ve been a student of prophecy for a long time. I make no apology for this because the 
Bible is at least one-fourth prophecy.  I used to think that when a prophecy was given, 
there were only two fulfillments, one close up to the time the prophecy was given in 
order to validate the prophet, and another, later in time. As I look at the prophecy in 
Daniel, I see three possibilities for the devil to take up residency in a person as the anti-
Christ and thus validate Daniel’s prophecy.  The first part is fulfilled in the setting up of 
the abomination of desolation in the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes. The second part is 
fulfilled in the devil taking up residence in Adolf Hitler. The third part is fulfilled in the 
anti-Christ who will set up the abomination of desolation in the third temple in 
Jerusalem. This third Temple in Jerusalem does not yet exist. There may be more than 
the three, but at least three. I certainly think that Joseph Stalin could have been inhabited 
by satan himself as well. Stalin killed 34 to 49 million of his own people. How does any 
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one do that? Beth Moore in one of her studies said that satan has to have a person ready 
to be inhabited by himself in every generation. Satan doesn’t know the time of the end, 
just as we don’t know and as Christ told us we wouldn’t know. Only the Father knows. I 
not only think that satan needs someone in all ages to indwell, but I think he has indwelt 
several of those someones all through time.  
 
I would like those of you who have access to You-tube on the Internet to go to these two 
videos and watch them both to completion. 
 
Jonathan Cahn: What Happened to the Pergamon Throne of satan (part 1 of 5), 
published on Mar 29, 2015 and Rise of the Beast – Pergamon and the Seat of satan, 
published March 3, 2015. 
 
I promise this is the last item for today. This is actually very revealing to those of us 
today who are part of the medical profession. At the time of the church at Pergamum, 
the practice of Aesculapium had already prospered in this city for 8 centuries. The snake 
called Aesculapius is the symbol of a medical doctor today. This is kind of weird when 
you think about it, because the snake was the serpent of old, the devil in the garden. 
Aesculapium was the beginning of health institutions, the Kaiser Permanente of 
Pergamum. Those who practiced Aesculapium used mostly psychiatry and suggestion, 
inducing sleep with drugs, and interpreting the dreams of their patients. I am not 
suggesting that Kaiser Permanente uses Aesculapium. Aesculapius was eventually seen 
as a god, the son of Apollo and the virgin Cornois. He was also portrayed as a type of 
“Savior” and he apparently had the power to avert death. Does make you think, doesn’t 
it? The Greeks probably got their idea of the serpent being used for healing from the 
Hebrew Bible in Numbers 21:9. When Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the 
wilderness for all those who were bitten by the serpents, all those who looked at the 
bronze serpent were healed. 
 
Day 2-3  What is in a Name? 
 
Have you wondered as you have been studying through my notes, why I do not 
capitalize “satan?” I am so glad if you’ve asked that question because I am going to tell 
you why right now.  
 
In the first volume of Lost in Translation, the authors tell of how “satan” was kicked out 
of heaven and how God took away his identity by removing his name. “Ha Satan” was 
the title given him as the cherub chosen of God, but not his name. We do not know his 
name. Even though he is called the name “Lucifer” in the KJV of the Old Testament, 
this is the name that was given him by the Babylonians to whom this name meant 
“Angel of Light.” Some translators now translate “Lucifer” as the “morning star,” “son 
of the dawn.”5 Names were and are still very important to the Jewish people. When we 
get to those who overcome in the church at Pergamum, we find that they are given a 
																																																								
5 James Klein, Adam Spears, Michael Christopher, Lost in Translation: Rediscovering the 
Roots of our Faith, Volume 2, (Covenant Research Institute, 2009), pp.78-79. 
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…“white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows, but he who 
receives it.” 
 
Not only are names important for the Jewish people and for those who overcome at 
Pergamum, but also for us as well. I am thrilled that the baby generating generation of 
our day is investigating names before they saddle their kids with names that mean awful 
things for the rest of their lives.  
 
This brings us again to the name or title of Christ that is used in this letter to the church 
at Pergamum, “the One who has the sharp-two edged sword.” Let’s investigate this 
sharp two-edged sword,” and “the One who” holds it and the character behind the name. 
 
In Ephesians 6:10-17, Paul urges us to take up the armor of God before we go into 
battle. For us, the battle is truly defined as living through our days on this earth. We are 
also truly in a battle. Everyday is a battlefield, whether or not we realize it. Remember, 
in the introduction to this study, one of the things I wanted you to be mindful of during 
this entire study was, that we are in a spiritual battle. This is actual battle with the dark 
spirits, the devils, the demons, and the spirit of the anti-Christ. The fallen angels must 
live and have access to different realms than we do. We live in three and one-half 
dimensions: length, width, depth and time. Time is only one-half of a dimension, 
because we can only go forward in time, not backwards. The angels, they, have more 
dimensions to live in than we do. The mathematicians say that there are at least ten 
dimensions in the universe and they can prove it. Others say there are an infinite number 
of dimensions. What do you think? 
 
 
Paul goes onto say in this spiritual battle that we are to take up the “sword of the spirit,” 
which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17). 
 
Read John 1: 1-5 and record your thoughts below before answering the next question. 
 
 
 
 
Who or what is the Word of God?  
 
The written Word of God is the Holy Scripture. The person called the “Word of God” is 
our Savior, the LORD Jesus Christ. He is God. He is part of the Trinity, but He is still 
God. I do believe the written word of God is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness – 2 Timothy 3:16. But we are to 
worship no one else or anything (including the Scripture) other than the Person of Jesus 
Christ. The written Word of God was written and given to us for our understanding so 
that we might know how to be in relationship with the Son of God, the incarnate “Word 
of God.” 
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So, what does it mean that we will do battle with this two-sided sword which is the word 
of God? Is this talking about the written Word of God or the incarnate Word of God? 
 
 
This definitely is a trick question. The answer is: both.  
 
Let’s look at the Word of God, the Son of God, first. Well, my Sarshalom site, the Brit 
Chadasha, is not working today on my Internet connection. Remember, what I said, I 
will keep plodding on against the arsenal of the enemy. We will just look at the word 
used for “Word” in the Greek instead of the Hebrew. 
 
The word used above in the Greek for the Word of God, the Son of God is “Logos.” 
This is from Vine’s Expository Complete Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, 
page 683.  John 1:1-18 provides us with doctrine or teaching concerning the Personal 
Word. Vine believes this Word of God is a title. In verses 1 and 2 of John 1, Jesus 
(Yeshua) has not only a distinct personality, but He also is in intimate relationship with 
the rest of the Godhead. He is deity and He has creative power. He became flesh and he 
also became the personal manifestation of the three persons of the entire Godhead. God 
the Son packed Himself up and put Himself into His own creation of a Man. He left 
heaven to come to earth and die for the sins of His own creation. 
 
Before we go on, stop and meditate on all of this: He is deity and He has creative power. 
He became flesh and the personal manifestation of the whole deity. Write below what 
comes to your mind. 
 
 
 
Christ is God. He was present at Creation and He took part in the Creation. Christ, the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit were all present at Creation, but the Scripture in John reveals 
that Yeshua (Jesus) was responsible for the Creation.  
 
From what I can understand in Vines’ Expository Dictionary, “Logos,” is also used as an 
expression of thought and is used in phrases like, “the word of the Lord reveals the will 
of God” or is “a direct revelation coming from Christ;” or also “the sum total of Christ’s 
utterances.” 
 
I want to be accurate on this next point, but I am not certain that I have correctly divided 
the word, “rhema.” The Greek word “rhema” for the Word of God refers to that which 
is spoken or uttered in speech or writing and refers to “the word of Christ” or the word 
that “preaches Christ.” This is from Vines’ Expository Dictionary, as well, page 683.  
 
“The significance of rhema (as distinct from logos) is exemplified in the injunction to 
take ‘the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,’ Eph. 6:17; “here the reference 
is not to the whole Bible as such but to the individual Scripture which the Spirit brings 
to our remembrance for use in times of need, a prerequisite being the regular storing of 
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the mind with Scripture.”6 Now that all of this is as clear as mud, I’d like to tell you a 
story.  
 
When I was much younger, just out of college, I went through a terrible time of 
depression. My employer had a physician on staff, so I felt comfortable enough to visit 
him. He told me I needed a boyfriend. I knew I wasn’t going to get any help from him, 
so I went to see a friend of mine who had studied for the ministry. I told him of my 
severe mood swings, one moment I was up, and the next I was down…way 
down…unbelievably low. He told me to take a small pad of paper and pencil with me 
wherever I went and when I noticed the plummet, I was to write down immediately what 
was said to me by another person or the immediate situation preceding the downturn in 
my mood. I learned from this that every time my good character was attacked, my mind 
went straight to the depths of despair. How did I confront it? This pastor told me to start 
memorizing Scripture regarding who I was in Christ. As above, I used the written word 
of God on my heart to do battle with the enemy. I used the regular storing of the mind 
with Scripture as my sword of the Spirit. It worked! I came out of my depression. 
Today, as I notice depression creeping back into my person, I apply the same method I 
used back then: the sword of the Spirit.  
 
When Paul was writing the epistle to the Ephesians, he was chained or had been chained 
recently to a Roman soldier. You will notice in Ephesians 6:10-17, that Paul seems to be 
using the Roman soldier as a template for his writing about the putting “on of the full 
armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.” 
The Romans soldiers carried around a short knife for intimate, one on one battle. This 
was called a machira. It required special training on the part of the bearer. If this 
machira is the short and sharp two-edged sword referred to in describing the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the church at Pergamum, how do you think He was telling them to use this 
sword? 
 
 
 
God wants us to look for opportunities to talk with others, one on one, in intimate 
conversations concerning Him, doing battle with the written Word of God as our 
ultimate weapon.  
 
The word for God in the Hebrew in Genesis 1:1 is Elohim. The “im” ending denotes this 
word is plural. In the Hebrew, it actually means, Plurality of Majesty or intensely 
magnified. Some see this “Plurality of Majesty” as evidence that the Godhead exists in 
more than one person (I believe this). Whether or not this is a correct understanding, no 
other god is referred to as Elohim. He is the Hebrew God, YHWH. And He is the God 
of gods. When compared with other gods, He is the Only One and His might and power 
and glory far exceed the others. This is what Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 10:17 about 

																																																								
6 W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository 
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), p. 683. 
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Elohim: “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome God.”  
 
Genesis 1:1 says that the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit – Ruach Elohim) was moving 
over the surface of the water. 
  
What was Yeshua’s response to the devil’s temptation when he said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread?” 
 
And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth of god.’” Matthew 4:4 
 
 
Day 4  Commendation, Rebuke, Instructions & Warnings, and the Angelic 
Hosts 
 
Commendation 
 
For what did Christ commend the church of Pergamum in Revelation 2:13? 
 
 
We spent a great deal of time and words on Christ’s commendation to the church of 
Pergamum in Day 1. It will suffice to say now that God knew where they lived and He 
knew what they were up against. They lived where satan’s throne was and if you looked 
at the two you-tube videos from day 1 you will know that satan had a stronghold on that 
city. Although the city was not the “seat of imperial and judicial authority, Pergamum 
became the center of the official religion of emperor “Caesar” worship.” “The first 
temple of this cult was erected at Pergamum in 27 B.C.”7 Those Believers in Pergamum, 
just like those Believers in Smyrna, could have easily satisfied the emperor’s 
requirement for worshiping Caesar first by offering just a pinch of incense to Caesar and 
then they would have had the freedom to worship their God YHWH. If they did not give 
that token of worship to Caesar first, if they worshiped YHWH alone, they were in peril 
of losing their lives and many of them did. 
  
Rebuke  
 
“But, I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 
Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. So you also 
have some who in the same way hold the teaching of Nicolaitans” (NASB Revelation 
2:14-15). 
 

																																																								
7 Chuck Missler Supplemental Notes: The Book of Revelation (Koinonia House Inc., 
1995) pp. 32-33. 
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We studied the Nicolaitans when we looked at the Church at Ephesus. Remember, they 
held sway or power over the laity. Nicolaus of Antioch (one of the 7 deacons of Acts 
6:5) who apostatized from the Truth, formed an Antinomian Gnostic cult which taught 
that one must indulge in sin to understand it. The current day Gnostics of our time are 
Christian Science headed by the late Mary Baker Eddy. She taught that we are only 
spiritual; we are not physical. When we are sick, since we are only spiritual, we only 
have to think our way to health. Back to the Nicolaitans: they gave themselves over to 
sensuality with the explanation that such sins did not touch the Spirit. Jesus tells the 
Church at Pergamum that He has this against them that they have some in their church 
body that hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  I do not know whether or not the 
Nicolaitans and the Gnostics are the same cult, but it sounds like it, just spread several 
millennium apart. 
 
There were also those in the church who held to the teaching of Balaam, who kept 
teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed 
to idols and to commit acts of immorality. What is the teaching of Balaam and who is 
Balak? We are going to have to do some digging in the Old and New Testaments for the 
answers to these questions. We need to know up front that Balaam was a prophet and he 
liked gold a lot…in fact, he was greedy for gold. Paul calls greed idolatry in Colossians 
3:5. Please read the following passages of Scripture and then write your thoughts below: 
 
The Doctrine or the Teaching of Balaam, described in Revelation 2:14 is spiritual 
indecency or marriage with the world. Balaam got his gold eventually, and lived it up 
afterwards, but died a horrible death. The Doctrine of Balaam teaches compromise with 
the world. It’s a lie that one can be fully accommodating to the world and still serve 
God, too. Are some of your church members on the fence when it comes to the future 
and living securely? Do they look for security in the future by their faith in God to 
sustain them or have they settled for the security of wealth that they themselves must 
attain in this life? How about you? This is not saying that we should not prepare for the 
future, only that our ultimate security lies in Jesus Christ alone. The Christian is to be set 
apart, holy. They are not to look indistinguishable from the rest of the world. This 
doctrine of Balaam makes Christians look just like the unbelieving world. 
 
The Way of Balaam, described in 2 Peter 2:15 is love of the wages of unrighteousness, 
or a “choice to promote falsehood for financial reasons.” We must guard ourselves from 
the love of money and do what we know is right. Baalam knew what was right.  
 
The Error of Balaam, described in Jude 1:11-16: Balaam was hired by the enemies of 
the Israelites to curse them in exchange for gold. In Numbers 22:12 through Numbers 
25, Numbers 31:16, God warns Balaam not to curse the Israelites and Balaam is only 
allowed to bless them. Feeling deprived of his opportunity to bring in the gold Balaam 
connives with Balak, the Moabite king, to seduce the Israelite men with the Midian and 
Moabite women. Balaam knew that if the Israelites sinned, then their God, YHWH, 
would have to punish them. It worked! Balaam got his gold, but he didn’t get God’s full 
measure of punishment on the Israelites like he wanted. God, instead, spared some of 
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His people because of the faithfulness of the Levitical priesthood.  In plain English, the 
error of Balaam is his greed: he was willing to assist Balaak’s purposes for pay. 
Jude 1:4 also refers to the sin of those who pervert the grace of our God into 
immorality. 
 
The Error of Balaam for hire, described in Jude 6 and 11, is the sacrificing of eternal 
riches for temporal gain and the lusting after the pleasures of sin for a season. 
 
Does this sound like anything in our culture today? If you can’t think of anything, go 
back and read the entire body of the letter to Jude. Now, do these words in Jude bear any 
resemblance to the culture that we live in today? 
 
1. What can you do to insure you will not follow in these ways? How can you help your 
church so that the church, as a whole, does not follow in these ways? 
 
 
 
2. What can you do for others who are in danger of being snatched away? 
 
 
 
3. Who were those who were creeping in unnoticed into the Body of Christ in Jude 4? 
Were these the Nicolaitans or others?  
 
 
 
4. Who are the angels who did not keep to their own domain in Jude 6? Were these the 
Nephilim (offspring of the sons of God and the daughters of men) or were they just 
fallen angels? 
 
Instructions and Warnings 
 
What command does Christ give to those who are of the Church of Pergamum?  Write 
Revelation 2:16 below: 
 
 
 
Wow! Are we going to see the use of the sword of the Spirit (the written word of the 
Lord) here by the Incarnate Word of the LORD? He is described in Revelation 2:12 as 
the “One who has the sharp 2-edged sword – the Word of God. 
 
Angelology 
 
We are going to follow a rabbit trail today, because I want you to have some background 
on angels, so that you might understand more fully what we are up against in this 
warfare that is going on all around us.  
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Way back in the beginning, which was not really the Beginning, but in eternity past, 
God created the angelic host to serve Him. They were each created individually. They 
were not procreated as we are. God created three different levels of angels. Some of this 
information is from extra biblical sources like the Mishnah (the commentaries that were 
written by the Rabbis on the Law), the Talmud, the Apocryphal books (found in the 
middle of the Catholic Bible), and the Book of Enoch that was considered part of Holy 
Writ by the Jews at the time of Christ. Each kind of angel was created to have a unique 
form, function, and purpose.8 When we do the lecture time on angels following this 
week’s lesson, I will give you the other side of the angel story according to another 
Messianic rabbi.  
 
The Cherubim were the highest order. These were also called the archangels and they 
had the job of protecting the Holiness of God from anything that was not pure. From the 
Scripture we know of four Cherubim. From the book of Enoch we believe that there 
were originally six. The two Cherubim that are no longer with the set of four 
surrounding the Throne of God are the Archangel Lucifer (which we learned earlier was 
not his name) and the Archangel Abaddon (probably not his name either since he too 
was kicked out of Heaven and his identity was taken from him). The Archangel 
Abaddon is now called the Angel of Death. In keeping with the counterfeiting nature of 
satan, the LORD Jesus Christ is the Angel of the LORD who encamps around those who 
fear Him. Do you remember singing of the God of Angel Armies who is always by “my 
side?” Jesus is the Melek YHWH Tsabaot, the King who is the God of Angel Armies, 
God of all the Angelic Hosts. The four who still surround the Throne of God are 
Michael whose name means “Who is Like God?” and Gabriel, whose name means 
“Redeemer of God,” and Raphael (from the extra Biblical books), whose name means 
“Healer of God; bringer of God’s Healing,” and lastly, Uriel (also from the extra 
Biblical books), which means “Light of God; bringer of God’s Light.” Again, in keeping 
with the counterfeiting nature of satan, his Babylonian name Lucifer is a variant from 
the Latin meaning ‘light.” If you would like to explore two of the angels who were 
kicked out of Heaven, you will find descriptions of them in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. If 
you would like to know more about the four angels who are still around the Throne of 
God, take a look at Ezekiel 1, Isaiah 6, and Revelation 4 and 5. 9 I really do recommend 
that you look at all three references. While investigating the above three references, be 
sure to look at Exodus 24: 9-11, too. 
  
The second order of created angels, are called the Seraphim. These angels are known as 
the “Burning Ones” and they burn with fire. These have six wings each and they race 
back and forth from God’s Throne and to the earth and back. Please look carefully at 
Ezekiel 1:4. In this verse, Ezekiel sees a great cloud coming into his view with fire 
flashing forth continually and a bright light around it, and in it’s midst something like 

																																																								
8 James Klein, Adam Spears, Michael Christopher, Lost in Translation, Volume 1 
(Covenant Research Institute, 2007) pp. 79-80. , John Klein, Adam Spears, Michael 
Christopher, pp. 79-80. 
9 James Klein, Adam Spears, Michael Christopher, Lost in Translation, Volume 1, 
(Covenant Research Institute, 2007), pp. 80-82. 
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glowing metal in the midst of the fire.” Could this be evidence of the presence of the 
Seraphim coming and going from God’s Throne to the earth? For your understanding, I 
call this cloud, God’s Mobile Throne on a hovercraft. I think it makes all kinds of sense.  
In Genesis 28:12, we also find evidence of these Seraphim. Read Genesis 28:10-17. 
What is the dream that Jacob has? 
 
 
 
In this passage of Scripture, Jacob has a dream and in the dream there is a ladder that 
reaches from earth to heaven.  And this is what it says about the ladder, “the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it.”  
 
The third order of created angels, are called the Teraphim. These are the lowest order of 
the Angels. Notice the “tera” part of “teraphim?” Are these the Angels that have been 
seen on this earth? Terra means earthly. These angels are the only angels who can take 
on human form and maintain it for long periods of time. Notice, this does not say that 
the other orders of angels cannot take on human form, only that they cannot maintain it 
for extended periods. Hebrews 13:2 says this: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.” Could this be 
the Teraphim? In the Hebrew, teraphim are known as ayir, and these “watch over” and 
“protect” men’s souls.10 Please look at Daniel 4:17. To what does this verse speak? 
 
 
 
This verse speaks of “angelic watchers,” who let the living know that the Most High 
God is the ruler over all the realm of Mankind. The Most High God in the Hebrew is El 
Elyon. Do you remember the words to Amy Grant’s song: “El Shaddai, El Shaddai, El 
Elyon, Adonai, Age to Age You are the same, by the power of the Name.” Her song 
introduces God as not only El Elyon, the Most High God, but also as El Shaddai which 
means God Almighty and God of all comfort, Adonai which means LORD, and The 
“Name” which in Hebrew is Hashem. 
 
So now, enter, the fallen teraphim, and the Nephilim of Genesis 6. The Nephilim are the 
offspring of the “sons of God” and “the daughters of men.” The sons of God saw that the 
daughters of men were beautiful and so they took wives for themselves and the 
daughters of men bore children to the sons of God. Please understand this was before the 
Great Flood. There are both pre-flood and post-flood Nephilim who show up in the 
pages of Scripture. The post-flood giants of Numbers 13:33, Deuteronomy 3:11, and 2 
Samuel 21:22 were Nephilim. Think about this. Could the Nephilim still be on the earth 
in our generation, just not as large as previously seen? This certainly puts a different 
spin on our understanding of the world around us, doesn’t it? We have come full circle. 
Can you now answer question 4 above? 
 

																																																								
10 Ibid. 
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Day 5  What is the Church at Pergamum to do? And what is the promise to the 
Overcomer? 
 
Write Revelation 2:16 below: 
 
 
Oh, dear Lord, I don’t mean to be disrespectful in the least, but that is an ugly picture. 
What does that mean, the “sword of My mouth?”  
 
Jesus spoke creation into being. His will is revealed to us on the pages of the Scripture. 
Whatever His word is has all His power behind it. Even in the last battle, it will all be 
over in a moment. This is what Revelation 19:21 says of the last battle, “And the rest 
were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, 
and all the birds were filled with their flesh.” All He will have to do is speak. Do you 
remember the picture of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, the night of His betrayal, 
when the guards came to arrest Him? See John 18:6: “So when He said to them, ‘I AM 
He,’ they drew back and fell to the ground.” There is immeasurable power in just the 
Words of Jesus the Son, as well as His Name. Those who overcome in the Church of 
Pergamum need to heed the words of Christ and repent of their evil doings. 
 
For what is He calling you to repent? What are your evil doings? Or for what is He 
calling your church to repent? What are your church’s evil doings? Wow, that sound’s 
weird, doesn’t it? Are we just that much better than this Church of the first century that 
we can tolerate the teachings of the Nicolaitans and the teachings of the Balaam of our 
day? 
 
Let your yes be yes and your no be no, anything else is from evil. 
 
Who are the Nicolaitans of our day?  
 
 
Who are those today who follow the teachings of Balaam?  
 
 
There are those who are sucked into the finer things of life, the money, the jewels, the 
stardom, and the high of drugs or there are those who are lured into feeling safe because 
of their storehouses full of wares and wages. Some find it too hard to sacrifice now for 
the good things of Christ that will come later. I wonder about myself in this. I don’t 
necessarily crave the heavy-duty things like fame or drugs, but I really do like my 
comfortable lifestyle.  
 
 
Please look up the word for repent in your expository dictionary and write your thoughts 
below: 
 
 



	 78	

The words for “to repent” in the Hebrew is “naham (5162).” It occurs more than 100 
times in the Old Testament and carries with it the idea of comfort. Scholars connect the 
word “nahum” with a change of heart or to change one’s mind.11 When the word is used 
as “God repented” it means God changed His mind and “repented” of His actions 
intended towards man because of a change in man’s mind towards his own evil deeds. 12 
However, God does not repent as Man needs to repent. He says this of Himself in 
Numbers 23:19, one of those verses I memorized my first year as a Christian, “ God is 
not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, and 
will He not do it? Or has He spoken and will He not make it good?” I love God’s sense 
of humor. We have been looking at Balaam and Balak in this lesson and this verse here, 
Numbers 23:19 falls right smack dab in the middle of the story of Balaam and Balak. 
Balaam could not speak against or curse Israel for God had commanded him to bless 
Israel. 
 
What is the promise Jesus gives to the overcomer in the final verse to the church at 
Pergamum? 
 
 
 
Jesus’ promise to the overcomer in this final verse directed at the church of Pergamum is 
that He will give some of the hidden manna and a white stone with a new name written 
on the stone that no one knows but he who receives it.  
 
What is manna?  See Exodus 16:3-4, Deuteronomy 8:2-3. 
 
 
 
Literally, “manna” means “what is it?”  It was the bread that fell from heaven to sustain 
the Israelites on a daily basis while they were in the desert traveling to the Promised 
Land. 
 
What was the purpose of manna? See Exodus 16:33,35, Deut. 8:2-3 
 
 
The purpose was to provide food for the Israelites while in the desert. The supply of 
manna every day was also to teach them to depend on Him and trust Him for their daily 
sustenance. They were to show their trust by their obedience to Him. 
 
When did the manna cease to be there for the Israelites to eat? See Exodus 16:34-35. 
 
 
Has God ever offered to you “manna” from heaven?  

																																																								
11 W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, William White, Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository 
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1985), p. 201. 
12 Ibid, p. 202 
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What do we so often have for our spiritual meal in place of “manna?” 
 
What was the significance to the overcomer to receive a “White Stone” with a new name 
written on it that only he knows?   
 
Stones in general:  
 
Some of the population of Pergamum worshipped an Asiatic goddess whose symbol was 
a black meteorite stone. King Attalus I Soter ruled in Pergamum from 241-197 B.C. He 
presented a black meteorite stone to Rome as a covenant token of friendship. We will 
study more about the covenant token of friendship that is usually salt, but at this time, is 
a meteorite, later in the study when we can look at it more completely. Stones were also 
used in voting for acquittal or guilt in a court of law. The white stone meant acquittal 
and also that the charged party was innocent. The black stone meant the party accused 
was guilty. White stones were given to the victors of a game, much like we give gold 
medals to our Olympians who have excelled above everyone else. These stones were 
called Tesseras. Stones were also set up as markers of a covenant made between two 
parties or as memorials to great deeds. We did a whole series in our church on 
remembering the carirns of our faith. Cairns are rock piles set in certain spots on a trail 
to help the hiker who may be lost and going the wrong way, to know the right way to go. 
Joshua was instructed to set up 12 stones in the Jordan River as monuments, as 
testimony to the following generations of what God had done for the Israelites. See 
Joshua 4. 13 
 
Jesus as the Foundation Stone: 
 
Look at each of the following Biblical references concerning Christ as the Cornerstone 
and write your thoughts below each reference. You will notice I am using both Old 
Testament and New Testament references here.  
 
Isaiah 28:16:  
 
 
Ephesians 2:20: 
 
 
1 Peter 2:4:  
 
 
1 Peter 2:6-7 
 
 
Psalm 118:22  

																																																								
13	Chuck	Missler,	Supplemental	Notes:	The	Book	of	Revelation,	(Koinonia	House	Inc.,	
1995),	pp.	34-36.	
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Matthew 21:42  
 
 
Matthew 21:44  
A Stone of Stumbling 
Look at each of the following Biblical references concerning Christ A Stone of 
Stumbling and write your thoughts below each reference. 
 
 Isa 8:14  
 
 
1 Pet 2:8  
 
 
Stone Cut Without Hands 
Look at each of the following Biblical references concerning Christ as the One Who cut 
the stone without human hands 
 
Dan 2:34  
 
 
Dan 2:45  
 
 
Stone With Seven Eyes 
Look at the following Biblical reference concerning Christ as the Stone with Seven Eyes 
and write your thoughts below the reference. 
 
 Zechariah 3:9 
 
 
Genesis 17:5, 32:28, Isa 62:2 
 
 
The name Pergamos means “mixed marriage.” This is the time of Constantine in history 
of the Christian Church when the virgin Bride of Christ became married to the world. 
Then instead of covenanting with God alone, the Church covenanted with the world. Is 
the Church’s covenant with the world still a viable covenant today? Or, in other words, 
are we still married to the world? 
 
 
So what is the significance of the white stone with a new name on it, given to the 
overcomer in Pergamous? 
I think we are acquitted of our sin of relying on the world system around us rather than 
relying on Our God. In the road ahead of our acquittal, we are to keep our eyes firmly 
fixed on God and His will. 
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Where does our worldview come from in our day? I would say our worldview comes 
from all the videos, photos and words written/spoken and received via all our electronic 
devices. There is nothing wrong with staying up with the news EXCEPT that we take 
Man’s view on as our own (because we have spent more time looking at it), rather than 
getting into God’s written Word (even a fraction of the time). In addition to ALL of this, 
the manipulated worldview that we are exposed to every day is opening up our minds to 
temptations from the world, the flesh, and the devil with which we are not prepared to 
do battle. I have to ask myself each day, have I spent more time browsing the Internet 
for my daily fix of current events than I have opening up my mind to God’s written 
Word? 
	


